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During the 20™ mathematization has become increasingly prevalent not only in
the physical sciences, but in the social sciences and biological sciences as well.
Economics is perhaps the best example, but sociologists, psychologists and even
anthropologists began incorporated mathematical ideas into their work in the
second half of the twentieth century. Following the work of Ted Porter, scholars
tend to equate mathematics with quantification and hence with objectivity.
However, | argue that it was not quantification that defined the postwar period, but
rather axiomatization. As | show, in the process mathematics transformed from a
tool associated most closely with measurement and calculation, into an
instrument for theory construction.
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