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A social epistemology of scientific reasoning
using qualitative methods

Nora Hangel (Hannover)

When it comes to generating reliable results and communicating them adequately to
peers, researchers perceive their routine challenges as a balance between making a
contribution, ensuring accountability, and gaining recognition.

My current project combines philosophy with qualitative research to investigate the role
and development of judgments throughout the research process, up to and including the
communication of results. The actual empirical practices of inference, justification, and
criticism are surprisingly under-investigated, considering the centrality for philosophy.
Precisely because interpersonal interactions and knowledge production can be analyzed
well with qualitative methods, my aim is to access social dimensions of cognition and
scientific reasoning. “The empirical question is how belief, commitment, or theory and
hypothesis acceptance are stabilized in the face of the openness of inquiry. The
normative question is how they are stabilized in a non-arbitrary way that has probative
value” (Longino, 2002, 205). Both the descriptive and the normative aspects can be
bridged by the evaluative possibilities through qualitative analysis by explaining how
descriptive and normative aspects of scientific reasoning contribute to generating
knowledge.
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