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Does science lead us to truth?
My go on the No Miracles Argument

Putnam’s famous ‘No Miracles Argument’ states that scientific realism, the view
that mature scientific theories are by and large approximately true, is the only
philosophy that does not make the success of science a miracle.

Against this, Howson has famously objected that Putnam’s argument is a fallacy:
Using a probabilistic model, Howson demonstrates that the probability of truth
given success can only be evaluated with reference to the prior probability of
truth. This has recently been countered by Henderson or Dawid and Hartmann,
by appeal to considerations of the overall rate of success in a given field of
research. My talk, in turn, considers an outstanding example of a research field
where success is abundant but truth must be sparse nevertheless. Hence, in the
‘global’ version, the argument is not a fallacy, but it may contain a false premise.
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